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The lo%t standing at the southwest cormer of 5th and

Oy
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¥Bin was formerliy graced by & house hullt by
Thomas Taylor, an opulent and highly respscibed
old-tizms merchant. Afber his death that famous
old-time educator, Miss Japns Mackenzle, of happy
meary, oceupied the place as a boarding and day
school, w#kerdk About 1840 the house was purchased
by John €, Hobson, 2 Goockhland Termer, who had
been glscted president of the Richmond Branch of
the Exchange Bank of Norfolk. ¥r. Hobson had the
old dwelling rewsved, amd in its stead sracted
the commodious building sti]l ornamenting the
grounds. The bullder of the Hobson house was
Robert Wollellan, who also huilt the Exchange
flotel, YTor the latbter purpose he brought to the
city a =score of siwilled workmen, most of Lhom,
like himsell, of Scotoh birth, That memorable
fallow-citizen and worthy man, George Gibsom, S5r.,
was ong of MoClellan's men. Mr. Hobson occupled
the property for meny vesrs., The late Judge VWilliaw
H. Lyoms merried ope of his daughiers. At
lir. Zobson'ts death, the properbty was sold to the
late %, 0. Noltime (in August 13?3}, by whose
estate 1t iz still held. The brick-work of the
house was done by 3Bsusley and duarles,
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The wing belween the originanl houze snd the conl shed wus
added in 1873 when ths Holbings moved in, VPrior to that the
ritchen was housed in a separste huilding to the south of the

ma.in structure, &t the end of the brosd brick walk apnroxbaitsly
et the point of the present property line te the south. For

access from the kitchen to bthe dining-room on the first floor

there wis a staidr in the projecting portion of the original
butlding, on the west side, lendiny from the ground floor to Lhe
Lirste. The servant gquarters ab thlu seriod were probably above

the kitshen., The Holtinss used the southenszt »oom on the ground
floor as a sumner dining room, and it is prodabls that bthe previous
inhabitants used the ground floor for dining purposes all year
arounds. The east well of the stavle continued Ho the south proper-
Lty lime, thus Iorming a carviage house in place of the presenh
garage. (Source: Deughter of T. U. Nolting - October 28, 1940.)
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